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Leflore Legacy Academy is committed to ensuring that all children and youth experiencing
homelessness have equal access to a free, appropriate public education, in accordance with the
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act and Mississippi Department of Education (MDE) regulations.
This policy establishes procedures to identify, enroll, and support homeless students and families.

The McKinney-Vento Act mandates that homeless children and youth:

e Have immediate enrollment and full participation rights regardless of housing or documentation

status.

e Shall not be segregated or stigmatized.
e Are provided transportation services when needed to maintain school stability.

® Have access to comparable services offered to other students.

e Homeless Children and Youth: Individuals lacking a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime
residence, including but not limited to:

(@)
(@)
(@)

(0]

Living in shelters, motels, hotels, trailer parks, or campgrounds due to lack of housing.
Sharing housing due to economic hardship or loss of housing (“doubled-up”).

Living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard housing, bus or
train stations.

Migratory children living under these conditions.

e Unaccompanied Homeless Youth: A homeless child or youth not in physical custody of a parent

or guardian.



At the start of each school year, Leflore Legacy will:

e Educate staff on McKinney-Vento definitions, rights, and procedures.

® Reset homeless student data to zero in state data systems (MSIS) and Student Administrative
Packages (SAP).

e Reassess all previous homeless students for eligibility in the new school year (homeless status is
not automatically carried forward).

e Connect with community and governmental agencies to maximize support services.

e Review and align the district dispute resolution process with State Board Policy 40.1.

e Maintain all documentation related to homeless program expenditures and communications.

e Implement non-invasive processes such as the Living Conditions Survey during enrollment.

e Train all school staff (bus drivers, counselors, teachers, office personnel, cafeteria staff, truancy
officers, security staff) to identify potential homeless students and refer them to the Homeless
Liaison.

e Ensure homeless services information and Homeless Liaison contact information are
prominently displayed on the school website and in school materials.

e Provide a platform for staff to confidentially refer suspected homeless students.

e Immediate Enrollment: Homeless students must be enrolled immediately, even if lacking proof

of residency, immunization records, or previous school records.

® School Selection: Families and unaccompanied youth will choose either to remain enrolled in
their school of origin or to attend the local school where they are temporarily residing, based on
best interest considerations.

e Transportation:Leflore Legacy will provide transportation or assist in arranging transportation
to ensure educational stability.

e Notice of Rights: Provide all homeless families and youth a written and verbal Notice of Rights
under McKinney-Vento at enrollment and upon request.



o Custody vs. Housing Stability: Custody issues alone do not establish homelessness. For example,
living with a relative without legal custody does not qualify unless housing is unstable or
inadequate.

e Doubled-Up Situations: Must be due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or a crisis to qualify
as homeless, not simply by choice.

e Unaccompanied Youth: Homeless youth living without parental custody, including those
doubled-up or in other unstable settings, qualify under McKinney-Vento.

e Maintain accurate, confidential records of all identified homeless students.

Enter homeless status into the Mississippi Student Information System (MSIS) and update
monthly for accuracy.

e Retain documentation for auditing purposes, including intake forms, Notices of Rights,
transportation logs, and communications.

e |If disagreements arise regarding homeless status or school placement, follow the district’s
dispute resolution procedures in alignment with State Board Policy 40.1.

e Provide the family or youth with written notice of the dispute and the right to appeal while the
student remains enrolled in the school of choice.

Leflore Legacy Academy Homeless Liaison:
Synthia Hoover-Smith



shoover@Ileflorelegacy.org
662-4553697

A. Key Definitions

e Fixed, Regular, and Adequate Nighttime Residence: A stable place to sleep that is permanent,
safe, and meets basic living needs.
o Doubled-Up: Temporarily living with others due to housing loss or economic hardship.

B. Enrollment Checklist for Homeless Students

Complete Living Conditions Survey.
Provide Notice of Rights form.
Document enrollment date and chosen school placement.

Record transportation arrangements if applicable.
C. Sample Living Conditions Survey Question

e “Are you currently living in a shelter, motel, vehicle, campground, or temporarily with another
family due to loss of housing or economic hardship?”

D. Resources

Mississippi Department of Education Homeless Education Program: [Insert URL]
e National Center for Homeless Education: https://nche.ed.gov/

McKinney-Vento Act Information:
https://www?2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/160240ehcyguidance072716updated0317.pdf
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